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Philip II Remembered 

 

The Evolution of Hellenic Hoplite Warfare in Four Battles:  

Tegyra, Leuktra, Chaeronea and Gaugamela (374-331)
1
 

 
 

2 

 

 

“[Philip] seemed to bring the slightest beginnings to his reign, but he acquired the greatest of all the monarchies 

among the Greeks, and he increased his sway not through violent enslavement but through conciliation and 

amiability. And they say that Philip himself rather valued his stratagems and his diplomacy more than his 

courage in battle, for everyone who campaigned with him had a hand in winning the battles, but for the 

accords that were struck he alone could take the credit.”3 

 

 

                                                           
1
 All dates are BCE 

2
 http://www.harrys-greece-travel-guide.com/h-who/political-military-philip-2nd.htm  

3
 Bradford, preface 

http://www.harrys-greece-travel-guide.com/h-who/political-military-philip-2nd.htm
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 We tend to attribute Alexander III
4
 with a genius of his own as we read of him 

conquering the known ancient world time and time again through the account of the ancient 

historians. However, the reality of his genius is one often unexplored: his father, Philip II, and 

the Theban generals that developed the tactics that would be used in countless later battles. It 

was under Philip that Alexander first saw combat. We cannot ignore that Alexander was 

mimicking his father at the battle of Gaugamela. The battle itself was a mirror of the situation the 

young conqueror had seen at the battle of Chaeronea against the Hellenes seven years earlier, 

while the young conqueror was only eighteen years old.  

 During the battle of Gaugamela Alexander is not having a revelatory moment in which 

his great aptitude for combat allows him to defeat an otherwise unconquerable enemy. Rather, 

the young king has been molded through years of experience and teaching that have resulted in 

one of the greatest military minds of all time. The oblique formation used in the initial setting, 

the concept of defeating the most important part of the army in order to route the rest; the trained 

foot soldiers and the sarissa combined with an experienced military man is what made Alexander 

be the great general that he was. We must remember that without the Thebans who developed the 

tactics of combat he used, and the father who taught him how to implement them, history would 

be a much more different undertaking in regards to military conquest. 

 

 

A Mentorship in Thebes: Lessons in Combat from Epaminondas and Pelopidas 

 

 Philip was born in 383
5
. When he was a young boy he was sent to the Illyrians by his 

brother Alexander II, uncle to Alexander the Great
6
. However, a Theban citizen named Pelopidas 

(b. 403- d.364
7
), Olympian winner, war hero and who had become the leader of the Theban 

Sacred Band, was in Macedon. His was the glory of having been the first to defeat the Spartans 

at their own game; and now found himself in Macedonia in order to mediate between Alexander 

II and Ptolemy for the throne
8
. Once the negotiations were over, Pelopidas took several hostages 

to Thebes
9
 in order to ensure that his polis remained influential in the government of the country 

he had helped stabilize. Included amongst those hostages was a young Phillip, then only 15 years 

old, who would remain in Thebes for three years
10

.  

The character of Pelopidas as an Olympic victor, democrat
11

 and general who fought at 

the front of his troops was widely written of by Plutarch in his “Lives”.
12

 The historian wrote that 

he “faced the most formidable opponent of [his time]”
13

. And that he was “careless with [his] 

own [life].”
14

 Plutarch further explains that Pelopidas and his friend
15

 Epaminondas were both of 

                                                           
4
 Known to us as Alexander the Great 

5
 Pomeroy et al p.410 

6
 Just. Epit. VII.5.1, Bradford p.6 

7
 As annotated by Scott-Kilvert p.69 

8
 Plut. Pel. 26.3 

9
 Plut. Pel. 26.4, Bradford pp.6 

10
 369 to 367, according to Pomeroy et al p.411; Diod. Sic. XV.67.4, Plut. Pel. 26.4 

11
 Plut. Pel. 26.1 

12
 Bradford agrees with this representation of Pelopidas’ character in pp.9 

13
 The Spartans; they are masters of Hellas after their Victory gained after the Peloponnesian War, which ended in 

404 
14

 Plut. Pel. 2.5 
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a frugal nature, and also liked training and military strategy.
16

 This is the man that in 369 brings 

Philip to Thebes as a hostage, placing him in the care of Epaminondas
17

. Philip then will enjoy 

the education in physical activity and war by Pelopidas while Epaminondas would instruct him 

in philosophy and politics. By this time, Epaminondas had learned his oblique formation; 

something that both Philip and Alexander would use in order to defeat major enemies in future 

wars.
18

  

Thus Philip grew in Thebes, both in character and military command, learning from two 

of the greatest generals of their time right after they had fought and defeated the strongest 

military land power in Hellas: the Spartans. This was “a circumstance which afforded Philip fine 

opportunities of improving his extraordinary abilities; for, being kept as a hostage at Thebes 

three years, he received the first rudiments of education”.
19

 Having seen first-hand the techniques 

the polis was developing at this crucial time, Philip also grew mature of thought as he was also 

an adherent of the Pythagorean School.
20

 Similarly, the battle strategies and valor of the Sacred 

Band
21

 as he would have learned them would later exemplify the extreme cohesiveness of the 

Macedonian phalanx in Combat. This concept proved a phalanx could be made up of men whose 

only bond was to have fought together and grown together. The Macedonian concept of the 

companionship will be essential to the battles and leadership seen by the Macedonians in 

combat. 

 

 

The Evolution of Combat Tactics: A Theban Discovery 

 

 Two main events marked the learning experiences that Epaminondas and Pelopidas 

would use for Philip‟s education: 

                                                                                                                                                                                           
15

 Their friendship had been forged during the battle of Mantinea, when in a route the two stood their ground. 
When Pelopidas fell with seven wounds on his body Epaminondas defended his him until help from the Spartans 
(then their allies) arrived (Plut. Pel. 4.1-4) 
16

 Plut. Pel. 3.2 
17

 Diod. Sic. 6.2-3 
18

 Plutarch agrees that Philip was close to Epaminondas by virtue of Pelopidas, but claims that the future king was 
only interested in military matters, not in Epaminondas’ sense of “justice, magnanimity and clemency”. I find this 
hard to believe. The same author claims that Philip would later deprive the Greeks of their freedom (see pel. 26.5). 
While contradicting himself in Dem. 22.4 by saying that Philip was a “king who, in the midst of his successes, had 
treated [the Athenians] so mildly and humanly in their reverses.” We have learned through our studies in this class 
that Philip was magnanimous to the uttermost in his dealing with the rebellious Greek cities, amongst them 
Thebes; It would be his son Alexander who would allow the ancient polis to be destroyed and reduce the rights of 
other city-states in order to have a safe Macedonian Empire while he pursued his conquests in the east. It would 
seem Philip is willing to sacrifice his conquest of the east if it meant bringing peace to mainland Greece. Alexander 
the Great certainly holds no such internal quarrel. I believe Plutarch is victim to the Roman view of Alexander’s 
perfection in this section. Bradford agrees with Plutarch by quoting him in pp.9 of his book. 
19

 Just. Epit. VII.5; Diod. Sic. XVI.2.3 
20

 Diod. Sic. XVI.2.4 
21

 The Theban Sacred Band was a unit formed by 150 pairs of men not bonded by clan or other familial ties, but 
bonds of friendship and a love relationship (Plut. Pel. 18.2); this value would reinforce the Macedonian concept of 
citizenship for any person trained in the Macedonian fashion rather than by birth. We have often spoken of this 
concept in class as a Macedonian custom. Philip’s Macedonian beliefs are confirmed by the successes of the Sacred 
Band. 
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1. Pelopidas and the Battle of Tegyra: Win in Detail, Conquer the Whole. 

 In 374, Pelopidas found himself face to face with two Spartan battalion units near an area 

called Tegyra during a retreat. The Thebans were at least half the number of Spartiates. 

Pelopidas had only the Sacred Band, totaling 300 men, and some cavalry available at this time.
22

 

However, Pelopidas is not intimidated by the enemy and quickly orders his cavalry to the front: 

“his hope was that wherever the cavalry charged, this point would offer him the best chance to 

break through the enemy who outnumbered him.” He also orders the infantry to form in a dense 

formation, which would allow him to pass through the gap the cavalry would form.
23

 Pelopidas 

also knows that if the Spartans are able to form their phalanx he will never be able to get 

through, thus sending the cavalry for a quick dash towards the Spartan lines helps prevent them 

from locking shields effectively. 

 The Spartans however, true to their form neither do they immediately break where the 

cavalry charges, nor when the Theban infantry follows right behind. It would seem then that the 

Thebans are doomed; however the Spartan leaders Gorgoleon and Theopompus, along with their 

surrounding men, are cut down by the double attack of Pelopidas‟ cavalry and infantry at the 

same concentrated location. Bewildered, less experienced Spartiates open a gap in the line 

thinking the Thebans want to escape rather than face them.
24

 However once the gap is open, with 

some Spartiates on the retreat in the center and the two remaining units having their flanks 

exposed, Pelopidas does not retreat, he attacks the Spartan flanks and routes the rest of the force. 

 Pelopidas learned that if he could win against key interests or units in the battlefield, he 

could route a much better and bigger army. This is a principle of asymmetric warfare that will be 

applied at the Battle of Leuctra by both Epaminondas and Pelopidas in 371, and which will result 

in a decisive Spartan defeat which signals the end of the Laconian hegemony in the Peloponnese. 

From now on, Thebes was master where the Spartans had dominated, and the Laconians would 

never recover. 

 

2. Epaminondas and the Battle of Leuctra: The Oblique Formation 

In 371, a coalition of Athens and Thebes met a Spartan army and their allies. Epaminondas, 

against tradition, lined his best troops on the left of his flank, against the Spartan contingent. He 

also filed them fifty ranks deep while the Spartans had a more traditional 12-men deep 

formation.
25

 I am sure Pelopidas had talked to his friend Epaminondas about the behavior of the 

Spartan phalanx at Tegyra, and the Thebans may have concluded that if the Spartans can be 

isolated and defeated, the rest of the army would turn and run. 

According to Epaminondas and Pelopidas‟ plans, the best troops along with the Sacred Band 

were drawn up on the left of the Boeotian side. Epaminondas instructed the weaker left flank of 

the army to gradually give way.
26

 “During the battle Epaminondas kept edging his phalanx to the 

left so as to form an oblique angle to the front. His object was to draw away the right wing of the 

Spartans as far as possible from the rest of the Greeks.” However “the enemy perceived his 

                                                           
22

 This is the first time that the Sacred Band acted as a unit, previously having been sprinkled upon the Theban 
ranks as examples of bravery by Gorgidas (Plut. Pel. 19.2-3) 
23

 Plut. Pel. 7.2 
24

 Plut. Pel. 7.3-4 
25

 Xen. Hell. VI.4.12 
26

 Deod. Sic. XV.55.2 
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intention and began to change their formation, extending their right wing and starting an 

encircling movement so as to outflank and envelop Epaminondas.”
27

 It is at this point that 

Pelopidas sees the movement within the enemy ranks and uses the understanding acquired during 

the battle of Tegyra in regards to the vulnerability of a Spartan phalanx in movement. Pelopidas 

and the Sacred Band charged the field, “his charge caught the Spartans out of position” causing 

massive casualties amongst the Spartans on a scale never seen before.
28

 The Spartans held as 

long as their leaders, namely King Cleombrotus, remained alive. However once the king and 

those around him fell they barely managed to hold on as they fought for the kings body.
29

 In the 

end, when the remaining leaders of the Spartans fell, the entire column was routed.
30

 The Spartan 

wing lost 1,000
31

 men, 400 of which were full Spartiates; a loss from which Sparta would never 

recover.
32

 

 These are the lessons that Philip would learn during his stay in Thebes and which he 

would take with him back to Macedonia in 367. Pelopidas and Epaminondas die in 364 and 362 

respectively, ending the short hegemony of Thebes over the Hellenes and opening the way for 

Philip to venture south in order to stabilize the region. Upon the death of Pelopidas, Alexander 

II‟s wife, Thebe, impressed with the Theban general, decides to be part in the Macedonian king‟s 

assassination.
33

 Philip‟s older brother, Perdikkas III takes over the crown in 359
34

 but the newest 

king would die in battle against the Illyrians
35

, and Philip II becomes king of Macedon. Philip 

will rule for 24 years,
36

 and conquer the traditional Greek phalanx in battle with the tactics that 

he had learned from the two great Theban generals. Philip combines his experiences and the 

morals of the Macedonian court, which propel him to a new level of understanding, far 

surpassing the ability of his elder brothers Alexander II and Perdikkas III. 

 

  

338
37

- The Battle of Chaeronea: A Combination with a Pull 

 

 Due to the close ties that Philip had with his Illyrian and Theban hosts he learned quite a 

bit in regards to a multifaceted world outside of Macedon; it would seem that the hostage 

situation he was exposed to was extremely beneficial for the king. His politics unlike those of his 

brother Alexander II were in favor of intermarriage and freedom of government, even after 

                                                           
27

 Plut. Pel. 23.1-2, Deod. Sic. XV.55.2-3 
28

 Plut. Pel. 23.4 
29

 Deod. Sic. XV.55.5-56.1, Paus. IX.13.10 
30

 Deod. Sic. XV.56.2; Xen. Hell. VI.4.14 
31

 Deodorus claims 4,000 of the Spartan wing were killed (Deod. Sic. XV.56.4), this claim seems exaggerated in 
order to emphasize the shock of the Spartan defeat 
32

 Xen. Hell. VI.4.15 
33

 Plut. Pel. 25.3. Thebe had, according to Plutarch, various conversations with Pelopidas while he was imprisoned 
by Alexander II. These conversations impressed the queen and took place until the general was rescued by 
Epaminondas (see Pel. I.28.3-4). Paus. IX.15.1 
34

 Bradford p.9; Martin p.189; Philip was 24 years old; in contrast, Justin claims Perdikkas III died “by treachery” 
(Just. VII.5) 
35

 Ellis, Diod. Sic. XVI.2.9 
36

 Martin p.174; Diod. Sic. XVI.1.3 
37

 Martin p.174, Bradford p.143 
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conquest, for those whom he had defeated in battle.
38

 Also, the development by Philip of the 

Macedonian infantry to include stern discipline as he had learn from Thebes and the Sacred 

band, as well as the introduction of the 18-foot sarissa, would prove a key element in all of his 

(and Alexander III‟s) victories.
39

 

Alexander III, the future of Hellenistic warfare, was born in 356
40

 and seems to quickly 

become his father‟s favorite, proving himself a natural born leader. Philip taught Alexander the 

combat tactics learned during his stay in Thebes, but at the Battle of Chaeronea the young prince 

sees the maneuvers in action. Furthermore, when father and son faced the Sacred Band of Thebes 

which had defeated the Spartans in battle several times, the experience gained by learning from 

their leader Pelopidas allowed them to treat these men with respect in the battlefield and profit 

from their weaknesses, facts that only led to their utter destruction. 

 In 338
41

, Philip, having exhausted all possible ways of a peaceful solution against Athens 

and Thebes finally pushes down across the Greek mainland in order to put an end to the 

rebellious local poleis to which he had granted freedom and which could not seem to get along 

with each other except for times of great distress
42

. Philip originally counted on Boeotian 

willingness for assistance; these allies did not materialize but Philip decided to fight nonetheless. 

The Macedonian king counted on 30,000 infantry and 2,000 cavalry.
43

  

Philip lined himself to the west of the Macedonian contingent with his infantry soldiers, 

allowing Alexander III to hold the right flank 

with his companion cavalry and some of 

Philip‟s most seasoned generals.
44

 They 

formed in the oblique formation Philip II had 

learned from Epaminondas over twenty years 

earlier in order to draw the inexperienced 

Athenians to open a gap in the formation. 

The Athenian/Theban contingent 

stood supported on the extreme right by the 

Theban Sacred Band.
45

 Once combat begun, 

Philip‟s plan seems to successfully draw the 

Athenian phalanx into the move, thus 

opening the gap in the line that he expected to see. This was an improvement of the rough design 

Epaminondas came up with (see picture in page nine
46

). Philip will not leave anything to chance 

by placing his weakest forces on the Athenian opposite. He will lead this force himself and 

                                                           
38

 Bradford, in the prologue of his book agrees with me in this regard. See the introduction to this paper above for 
an excerpt from said prologue. 
39

 Pomeroy et al p.413 
40

 Scott-Kilver p.252 
41

 As noted by Bradford, p. 143 and Pomeroy et al p.429 
42

 i.e Persian invasion, and now the supposed Philipian invasion. 
43

 Diod. Sic. XVI.85.5; Bradford p. 143 
44

 Diod. Sic. XVI.86.1 
45

 The Athenians were arranged by family and clan, a situation predicted by the Athenians deep sense of culture. 
Diod. Sic. XVI.86.2. In later battles, when the Athenian sense of self begins to be corrupted, this arrangement is no 
longer suitable for combat. This formation also assumes that the best clan leader is at the forefront, and he must 
die in battle before running away in shame. Demosthenes lack of resolve in this fight will help a general Athenian 
route. 
46

 http://rtw.heavengames.com/history/battles/Chaeronea/Chaeronea/1 
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organize a calculated retreat he can control. Alexander would be Pelopidas in this fight, rushing 

forward once the gap had been opened in order to circumvallate the Theban Sacred Band and 

surround them. Philip understood that the Sacred Band represented the Spartans equivalent at the 

battle of Leuctra, and that if they were defeated, the Athenians and other allies would route in 

despair. 

Indeed this is precisely what happened. As the battle begun, Phillip initially held direct 

combat against the Athenians with his infantry soldiers. During this time Alexander and his 

cavalry harass the thinning enemy lines.
47

 Then Philip: 

 
“…made a sham retreat: when Stratocles, the Athenian general, ordered his men to push forwards, 

crying out, “We will pursue them to the heart of Macedon.” Philip coolly observed, “The Athenians know not 

how to conquer:” and ordered his phalanx to keep close and firm, and to retreat slowly, covering themselves 

with their shields from the attacks of the enemy. As soon as he had by the [maneuver] drawn them from their 

advantageous ground, and gained an eminence, he halted; and encouraging his troops to a vigorous attack, 

made such an impression on the enemy, as soon determined a brilliant victory in his [favor].”48 

 

 

The Sacred Band has to march in order to meet the enemy; however they have to stretch 

east in order to keep their right flank covered, and thus a gap opened between them and the 

Athenians, which Alexander proceeded to charge. Once past the Sacred Band‟s left flank, 

Alexander surrounded them and utterly destroyed them; they are reported to have died to the 

man.
49

 Philip, not wanting Alexander to have all of the glory in the victory,
50

 charges the 

Athenians whom, forsaken by their leader Demosthenes
51

, gave up the fight and run away. 

Philip seems to have been quite distraught while inspecting the battlefield after the fact. 

He erected a statue of commemoration to the Sacred Band in the very spot they all gave their 

lives in virtue and honor.
52

 The lessons taught to him by the Thebans were appreciated, and the 

unit which had defeated the Spartans commemorated. Alexander however will remember 

Chaeronea, and improve on its design in order to win of one of the greatest victories in the 

ancient world. 

 

 

331
53

- The Battle of Gaugamela: Lessons Learned 

 

 At the battle of Gaugamela Alexander vividly remembers the battle of Chaeronea, and the 

odds in this case are similar, as well as the terrain. Although Philip, Epaminondas and Pelopidas 

have now for some time been dead, their influence in regards to strategy is felt in almost every 

aspect of the battle. Alexander himself will improve on the concepts of the oblique formation and 

detailed victory of the Thebans, while also pulling a trick from his father‟s arsenal and drawing 

in enemy units to create gaps. The combination of all of these tactics resulted in the defeat of an 

army reportedly much greater in size to Alexander‟s. The main tenet learned at Tegyra remained: 

                                                           
47

 Diod. Sic. XVI.86.3 
48

 Polyaenus Strat. IV.2 
49

 Pomeroy et al. pp.421 
50

 Diod. Sic. XVI.86.4 
51

 Plut. Dem. 20.2 
52

 Diod. Sic. XVI.86.6  
53

 As noted by Martin, p. 194; Pomeroy et al. p.446 
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win in detail, conquer the whole. Alexander will seek to defeat one man, Darius himself, and this 

is what will grant him victory. 

 “With Greece cowed into peaceful if grudging alliance, Alexander in 334 led a 

Macedonian and Greek army into Anatolia to fulfill his father‟s plan to avenge Greece by 

attacking Persia.”
54

 By 331 Alexander III with 40,000 infantry and 7,000 cavalry
55

 was facing 

Darius himself, who is described as having an army of 1,000,000 infantry, 40,000 cavalry, 200 

chariots and some fifteen elephants.
56

 With Philip gone, and Alexander having to follow the 

Macedonian custom of leading men into battle, he could not afford to be the element that held 

back as he did in the battle of Chaeronea seven years earlier. However he had a great asset in 

Parmenion, who served under Philip II and is aware of how his tactics worked. 

 Darius was first in the field, made camp with his army and leveled the ground before 

combat in order to favor their chariots.
57

 

Alexander drew his army in an oblique 

formation urging his soldiers to 

remember the importance of keeping it 

and obeying the chain of command.
58

 

Against such major odds, ensuring that 

all men followed their orders in combat 

would be essential to win a victory. The 

combination of the strategies of the 

Thebans and his father would require 

execution no short of perfection, and 

Alexander understood the situation (see 

graphic in this page for further details
59

). 

 The Macedonian king set up 

formation placing himself in the right 

wing along with this companion cavalry. He prepared for all possible scenarios by placing a rear 

guard on his baggage train, shield solders on his right, and keeping back a portion of the phalanx 

to cover gaps in his formation.
60

 The key would be to remain un-flanked, and for that, Parmenion 

and the left had to hold no matter the cost. 

Once the battle begun, Alexander kept extending to the east of his army, with the 

Persians responding stretching their own lines.
61

 The men immediately left of Alexander were 

already making contact with the enemy, yet the general kept moving east. It would seem 

Alexander was going to leave the leveled ground that the Persians had flattened for the chariots, 

so Darius sent his immediate men on the left of his position to ride around the Macedonian right 

                                                           
54

 Martin p. 192 
55

 Arr. Anab. III.12.5 
56

 We can be sure the numbers are greatly exaggerated here in order to increase the value of the victory. Romm in 
note 3.8.6a agrees with my statement. He further explains that while the number of infantry was much greater 
than Alexander’s few of the troops would have stood any chance against the Greek elite Phalanx. Also, he 
mentions that cavalry, though not in such big numbers, were definitely greater than the Macedonian cavalry 
contingent. 
57

 Arr. Anab. III.8.7 
58

 Arr. Anab. III.9.5-7; Plut. Alex. I.32.12-I.33.1 
59

 http://www.emersonkent.com/images/battle_of_gaugamela_map.jpg 
60

 Arr. Anab. III.11.3-12.4; Diod. Sic. XVII.57.1-6 
61

 Arr. Anab. III.13.1 
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to prevent further extension of the line.
62

 Like a chess game in which strategies are planned even 

in anticipation of the opponents moves, Alexander now springs his trap: he orders Menidas‟ 

mercenary cavalry to charge the incoming enemy and has his infantry also charge head on (see 

graphic on this page for further detail
63

). 

The king is held in combat far to the east 

of the battlefield for a time.
64

 During the 

engagement in the right wing the gap in 

Darius‟ line becomes obvious and 

Alexander gets the companion cavalry 

together, forming them in a wedge 

formation, to charge the space at full 

speed “and with a warcry” charges 

Darius himself.
65

  

 The elite of the Macedonian 

cavalry is now charging towards the 

exposed Persian king, attacking man‟s 

faces with their sarissas and threatening 

his very life. Darius turns and run rather 

than face Alexander, the rest of the Persian army broke shortly thereafter.
66

 Parmenion, even 

though he had trouble and had to call on Alexander for help, manages to hold the left flank of the 

army. Everyone was part of the plan, and they knew their jobs well. Alexander relieves 

Parmenion and one of the greatest battles of all time is won.
67

 

 

 

Conclusion 

 

 We have seen then that the „genius‟ of Alexander the Great was a combination of past 

experiences and some adaptation on his part to the new way warfare was being conducted in the 

ancient world. It is not correct to say that it was Alexander alone who devised these strategies 

and developed a new form of warfare non-existent prior to his day. Indeed, he was using tactics 

applied to combat in the Peloponnese and which had proven effective against the greatest land 

power in the in Greece: the very Spartans we have come to romanticize so much. 

 Alexander would not have known the techniques needed to defeat the Persians without 

the instruction of his father Philip II. Their relationship was one of mutual respect and 

companionship, despite the punctual events that we have extrapolated into a concept of hate non-

existent according to the ancient sources. Alexander imitated his father while wanting to 

accomplish more than he did, this is why he went east, and for this very reason he implemented 

the tactics his father had taught him at Chaeronea and throughout his life.  

 In the end, what really emerged during the last years of Alexander III‟s reign was a man 

much the product of his upbringing and times; a man educated by a father who had resided in 

                                                           
62

 Arr. Anab.III.13.2 
63

 http://www.emersonkent.com/images/gaugamela_action.jpg 
64

 Arr. Anab. III.13.3 
65

 Arr. Anab. III.14.1-2; Diod. Sic. XVII.60.1 
66

 Arr. Anab. III.14.3-4; Plut. Alex. 33.8; Diod. Sic. XVII.60.3-4 
67

 Arr. Anab. III.15; Plut. Alex. 32.6 
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Thebes and learned from its greatest generals. Still we call Alexander by the appellative of “the 

Great”, study his conquests and empire as we stand in awe and admiration of his courage and 

strategic vision. Yet we fail to see the glory of his father and the magnificence of the men who 

helped create the combat style of the Macedonian phalanx that Alexander used for his own. We 

should give more credit to Epaminondas, Pelopidas, and especially Philip II for creating for us 

the masterpieces that Alexander built on in order to become the greatest general of all time.  
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